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hed before them Mr. Sprig, whose text was, “He that sheds blood, by
shall his blood be shed.” Mr. Foxley’s was “Judge not, lest you be judged.”
Mr. Peters' was. “I will bind their kings in chains, and their nobles in
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ay the king was beheaded over against the Banqueting House by White-
'The manner of execution and what passed before his death take thus.”
‘was brought from Saint James® about ten in the morning, walking on foot
ngh the park with a regiment of foot for his guard, with colors flying, drums
ating, his' private guard of partisans,® with some of his gentlemen before,
d some behind bareheaded, Dr. Juxon late Bishop of Londoen® next behind
and Colonel Tomlinson® (who had the charge of him) to the gallery in
hitehall, and so into the Cabinet Chamber where he used to lie, where he
stintied at his devotion, refusing to dine (having before taken the sacrament)
yabout 12 at'rioon he drank a glass of claret wine, and eat a piece of bread.
om thénce he was accompanied by Dr. Juxon, Clolonel Tomlinson, Colonel
cker,” and the guards before mentioned through' the' Banqueting House
ining to which the scaffold was erected between Whitehall Gate and the
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The biblical texts are Genesis 9.6, Matthew 7.1, 4. Guards armed with partisans, spears with lobed
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W, that‘_lt i ; nk of 'that,_ : “designed by Inigo Jones with ceilings painted by 6. Matthew Tomlinson -commanded the guards

‘Peter Paul Rubens, was built for King James I in assigned to Charles. He was tried after the Resto-
61922 and was used to stage court masques. ration but was spared because he had heen cour-

Over against™ just outside. - teous to the king. .
31 Accept the following account. - 7. On Colonel Hacker, see p. 1739, note 5.

3. &t. James Palace, near Whitehall.
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only to forgive particular men, but to endeavor to the last gasp the
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for certainly all the way’ you ever
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had yet as I could find by anything, is in t
an ill way, for conquest, sir, in my opinion is never ju

pod just cause, either for matier of wrong or just title, and then if vou
bevond it,! the first quarrel that you have to it, that makes it unjust at the
1t was just at first. But if it be only matter of conquest, then it is a great

i as a pirate said to Alexander that he was a great robber, he was but
obber. And so, sir, I do think the way that you are in, is much out of

y. Now, sir, for to put you in the way, believe it you never do right, nor
ill never prosper you,’ until you give Him his due, the king his due (that
my successors) and the people their due. T'am as much for them? as any of
You must give God his due by regulating rightly his Church, according
ripture, which is now out of order. For to set you in a way particularly*
.cannot, but only this, a national synod freely called, freely debating
must settle this; when that every opinion is freely and
ly heard. For the king, indeed 1 will not —(Then turning to a gentleman
ched the ax, said, hurt not the ax that may hurt me. ) —Fer the king,
aws of the land will clearly instruct you for that; therefore, because it
rns my own particular [ only give you a touch of it.* For the people, and
desire their liberty and freedom, as much as anybody whomsoever; but
ell you, that their liberty and their freedom consists in having of gov-
nt, those laws by which their fife and their goods may be most their
t-is- not for having share in government, sir, that is nothing pertaining
\em.© A subject and a sovereign are clean’ different things; and therefore,
they:do that, I mean, that you do put the people in that liberty as I say,
nly they will never enjoy themselves.® Sirs, it was for this® that now Iam
o here. If I would have given way to an arbitrary way, for to have all laws
d according to the power of the sword, 1 needed not to have come here;
herefore | tell you, and I pray God it be not laid to your charge, that I
the martyr of the people. In troth sirs, T shall not hold you much longer;
ill only say this to you, that in truth T could have desired some little
¢ longer because that T would have put this that I have said in a little more
‘and a little better digested’ than 1 have done; and therefore 1 hope you
cuse me. I have delivered? my conscience. I pray God that you do take
courses that are best for the good of the kingdom and your own

he way of conquest. Certainly
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nown o the wg he Stuart kings' own views. Like Hobbes in Leviathan, Filmer favors royal
m, but. he works from very different. premises, rejecting -as - unhistorical
.theory of the state of ‘nature and his speculations on the contractual origin
rnment. Filmer's recourse to biblical history and to the revealed word of God
is theory more palatable to conservatives than that of Hohbes, who took his
thodological premises from geometry and the new science, and his pessimistic
ent of human motives from Machiavelli.
laims of royalists, who would have concentrated power in the king and
ved the people of any way to get rid of him, came under vigorous attack from
John Milton, who during the war years becaine one of the most effective
sts for the parliamentary radicals. Milton wrote The Tenure of Kings and
tes in 1648, the days leading up to Charles’s trial and execution, when many
who had originally supported limiting the king's power shrank from actually
ling him, Milion' decries this hesitation, seeing it-as the effect of a misdirected
far the privileges of monarchs, All political authorities, Miltan argues, held their
‘trust from the people, and the people can revoke that trist whenever they
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Milton bases his argument upon biblical history, but hie cites very

nf passages. Filmer emphasizes the importance of fatherly authority in Genesis,

Jyinarrdtes the lives of Adam, Noah, Abrahari, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. Milton

wledges that the fall of Adam and Eve corrupted human nature so that individ-

ve -henceforth unable to govern’ themselves properly without external disci-

ef; he insists, since those’ ¢harged with implementing: that discipline are

elves sitiners, they must be kept in check by laws and by strict limitations upon
ithority. In Miiton's acéount, problems with the exefcise of authority became
‘only gradually: Unlike Filimer, who assumes that the sotial arrangements
ibed in Genesis are a pattern for modern political comunities, Milton chooses
amples from liter eras in’ Jewish history: for instance, the Book of Samuel, in
Hod disapprovés of the Israelites’ desire for a king. e

th Filmer and Milton, the central issue of the conflict between the king and
ent is, who has ultimate authority, the king or the peoplé? Gerrard Winstanley
ies the problem differently, in primarily economic rather than political terms.
tanley was a well-educated London linen draper who worked as'a laborer in the
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- Aswas customary, Charles ¢ ‘ prince (fgﬂ ' worn by Knights of the Gart side after suffering financial reverses during the war yedrs. In his ‘political

son supcivising the ex ps Hacker, the per- oflowing) is the king's eldest so hé concerns himself less with the way power is allocated than with the equi-
‘distribution of wealth. The ownership of land is especially important to him,

ecution, in }letS of er Suring France

o King Charles 11, who' ha,

wiis the critical asset in a'largely agrarian society. Members of the House of
mons; though they considered themselves the representatives of “the people,”
acfnally fairly substantial property-owners; indeed, those without land or income
cemat entitled to vote. In consequence, more than half the male population (and,
tirse, the entire female population) was denied the franchise. In A New Year’s
Sent to the Parliament and Army (1650}, Win stanley accuses Parliament of
ng merely transferred oppressive power from the king to itself, leaving most of

's population as imipoverished and downtrodden as before.

Wi '_stanley'éuggésts a practical means té remedyhis society's inequities: “the com-
undeveloped lands used for grazing, should be made available to poor people
Favmi communally. Since the commons, though traditionally used by all the resi-
on an estate, were legally the manorial landlord’s private property, Winstanley's
were. highly unpopular among landewners. Moreover, his proposal was not
.2 theoretical recommendation. The year before he wrote A New Year's Gift,
anley and some of his followers, called Diggers, had settled on St. George’s Hill
Surrey. They planted twelve acres of grain and built a number of makeshift houses
fore they were violently evicted. S
Like Filmer and Milton, Winstanley
like them, he chooses passages that suit his a
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