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Aly, but I'll tell it anyhow, for it’s not a bad story and it bears on our subj'
There was a hanger-on standing around, who was so good at playing the
that you could hardly tell him from the real thing. He was constantly m
jokes, but so awkwardly that we laughed motre at him than at them; vetsor
times a rather ¢clever thing came out, confirming the old proverb that#
who throws the dice often-will sooner or later make a Jucky cast. Oneiof,
company happened to say;, ‘Well,: Raphael has taken care of the thievés
the Cardinal has taken care of the vagabonds, so-now all we have to dos
care of the poor whom sickness or old age has kept from earning a liviny

“‘Leave that to me, said the fool, ‘and I'll set it right at once. Thes
people I'm eager to get out of my sight, having heen so often vexed wit]
and. their woeful complaints. No matter how pitifully they beg for:m
they've never whined a single penny out of my pocket. Either [ don’e:
give them anything, or 1 haven't anything to-give them—it's one of:th
Now they're getting wise; they know me so well, they don't waste theirhy
but let me pass without a-word or-a hope-~no more, by heaven, than if
a priest. But I would make a law. sending all these beggars to Bene
monasteries, where the men could become lay brothers as they're called
the women eould be nuns.’ : s

“The Cardinal smiled and passed it off as a joke; the rest took it ser
But a certain friar, a theologian, took such pleasure in this jest at there_xp
of priests and monks that he too began to make merry,.though gener
was grave to the point of sourness. You will not get rid of the be gai's
began, ‘unless you take care of us friars? too.’

““You have. been taken care of already,’ retorted the fool. 'The Car
provided for vou splendidly when he said vagabonds should be arreste
put to work, for you friars are the greatest vagahonds of all.’

“When the company, watching the Cardinal closely, saw that he ad
this jest like the other, they all took it up with vigor—except for the fﬂ
as you can easily imagine, was stung by the vinegar,? and flew into sug
that he could not keep from abusing the fool. He called him a knave;:
derer, aribald; and a ‘son of perdition,™* quoting the meanwhile terrible de
clations from Holy Writ: Now the joker began to ]est in earnest, for
clearly on his own ground.

- “Don't get angry, good friar,’ he sald for-itis- wntten, “In your- patl
possess ye vour souls,” 3 : :

“In reply, the friar said, and | quote hlS very Words T am not ang
gallows-bird, or at least 1 do not sm, for the psalmist says “Be ye ang_ry'
sin not.” '

“At this point the Cardinal gently cautioned the frlar to calm downj b
answered: ‘No, my lord, I speak only from great zeal, as [ .ought to.F
men have had great zeal. That is why Scripture says, “The zeal of thire
hath eaten me up,”” and we sing in church, “those who mocked E
being bald, as he went up to the house of God, felt the effects of hls ‘zég
this mocker, this rascal, this ribald fellow may very well feel it.

‘Perhiaps:-you mean well,” said the Cardinal, ‘but you would act in a more
and certainly in a wiser way, if you d_ldn t set your wit against a fool's wit
‘spar with a professmnal jester.
o, mylord,” he replied, ‘1 would not act more wisely. For Solomon him-
sest of men, said, “Answer a fool according to his folly,” and that's
doing now. 1 am showing him the pit into which he will fall if he
take care. For if the many mockers of Elisha, who was only one bald
e effects of his zeal, how much more effeet shall be felt by a single
of many friars, who mclude a great many bald-heads! And besides, we
pal bull,' by which all who mock us are excommunicated.’
e Cardinal saw there was no end to the matter, he nodded to the
¢: and turned the conversation to another related subject. Soon
se:from table, and, going to hear petitioners, dismissed us.
1y dear More; what a long story T have inflicted on you. I would be
amed;:if you had not yourself asked for it, and seemed to listen as if
ant to miss any of it. Though I might have shortened my account
have told it in full, so you mloht see how those who re]ected what
rst approved of it Hnmedlately afterward when they saw the Cardinal
approve. In fact they went so far in their flattery that they applauded
éstideas that he tolerated only as the jesting of a fool. From this
i‘can. see how little courtiers would value me or my advice.”
‘answered, “You have given me great pleasure, my dear Raphael,
g you've said has been both wise and witty. As you spoke, I seemed
d and in my own native land once more, through the pleasant
of that Cardinal in whose court I was brought up as a lad. Dear
0:me on other accounts, you cannot imagine how much dearer
se-you honor his memory so highly. Still, I don't give up my for-
I-think if you could overcome your aversion to court life, your
rince. would be of the greatest advantage to mankind. This, after
hief: duty of every good man, including you. Your friend Plato
.commonwealths w1ll become happy only when philosophers
‘or kings become philosophers.2 No wonder we are so far from
ien-philosophers do not condescend even to assist kings with

not:so ungracious,” Raphael replied, “but that they would gladly
; hey have already done it in a great many published books, if the
only read their good advice. But doubtless Plato was right in
hat-unless kings became philosophical themselves, they would
‘advice of real philosophers, drenched as they are and infected
lues from boyhood on. Plato certainly had this experience with
of Syracuse.? If I proposed wise laws to some king, and tried to root
he seeds of evil and corruption, don’t you suppose | would be
hed:forthwith, or treated with scorn?. -

i _o'u-jWilI_, that I am at the court of the king of France.* Suppose

Jand: they toré Lhe bad children 3. Plato is reported to have made three visits to

1. "Lay brothers” lived and worked in monasteries 4, John 17.12;2 Thesr;a]omans 2. 3 5

(mostly performing menial tasks) but were not 5. Luke 21.19. 5:23=24 . Syracuse {in Sicily), where his attempts to reform
admitted to clerical orders. 6. Psalms 4.4, The Vulgate Bible lransl £ :But-compare the previous verse: the tyrant Dionysius the Elder, and later his son
2. A friar is a member of a mendicant (begging) = cimini (“Be angry”) the Hebrew word thi ; ‘Eo accordmg ta his folly, lest thou Dionysius the Younger, were notoricusly unsue-
order, as opposed to a monk who lives, and labaors, dered as “Stand in-awe” in the ng]amgsV cessful. . )
in a cloister. 7. Psalms 69,9, ; _oeument named after the sea] 4. At the time of writing, Francis I was king of
3. Alluding to a phrase in Horace's Satires 1.7.32: 8. Some children mocked Elisha, son ofE_q tauthenticated it. France. At the time of Hythloday's supposed visit

italo perfusus aceto, “soaked in Italian vinegar..” ) Prnphet for his baldness; but he called t _puiél_ic 5473, to England, the French king was ejther Charles
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I were sitting in his royal council, meeting in secret session, with the ki
himself presiding, and all the cleverest coumcillors were hard at work devisi
a set of crafty machinations by which the king might keep hold of Mil
recover Naples, which has proved so slippery;® then overthrow the Venetia
and subdue all-Ttaly; next add Flanders, Brabant, and the whole of Burgun:
to his realm, besides some other nations he had in mind to invade. One
urges him to make an alliance with the Venetians for just as long as the ki
finds it convenient—perhaps to develop a common strategy with them, a
even allow them'some of the loot, which can be recovered later when things
work out according to plan. While one recommends hiring German mere
naries, his neighbor proposes paying the Swiss to stay neutral.b A fourth v
suggests soothing the Emperor’'s wounded pride with a lavish and agreeah
lotion of gold.” Still another, who is of a different mind, thinks a settlern
should be made with the king of Aragon, and that, to cement the peace,
should be allowed to take Navarre from its proper ruler.® Meanwhile, some
suggests snaring the prince of Castille into a marriage alliance-—a firsf
would be to buy up some nobles of his court with secret pensions.®
“The hardest problem of all is what to do about England. They all agreé th
the alliance, which is weak at best, should be strengthened as much as
sible; but while the English are being treated as friends, they should also
suspected as enemies. And so the Scots must be kept in constant reads
poised to attack the English in case they stir ever so little! Also a banis]
nobleman with some pretensions to the English throne must be:sec
encouraged (there are treaties against doing it openly), and in this way pre;
can be brought to bear on the English king, and a ruler kept in chee
can't really be trusted:? : g S
+ “Now in a meeting liké this one, where so much is at stake, where'so
brilliant men are competing to think up intricate strategies of war,; ‘whi
insignificant fellow like me were to get up and advise going on another fa
entirely? Suppose I said the king should leave Italy alone and stay at |
because the single kingdom of France all by itself is almost too muchf
man to govern, and the king should not dream of adding others to'jt?
imagine I told about the decrees of the Achorians,® who Tive off the islam
Utopia toward the southeast. Long ago, these people went to war
another realm for their king, who had inherited an ancient clainy to it'th
marriage. When they had conquered it, they soon saw that keeping
-going to be as hard as getting it had been. Their new subjects were con
rebelling or being attacked by foreign invaders, the Achorians had to.
stantly at war for them or against them, and- they saw no hope of ¢

disband their army. In the meantime, they were being heavily taxed,
yflowed out of their kingdom, their blood was being shed for the advan-
‘others, and peace was no closer than it had ever been. The war cor-
their own citizens by encouraging lust for robbery and murder; and the
ellinto contempt because their king, distracted with the cares of two
gdoms; could give neither one his proper attention. o
hen they saw that the list of these evils was endless, the Achorians. took
ogether and very courteously offered their king his choice of keeping
er-of the two kingdoms he preferred, because he couldn’t rule them
ey were too numerous a people, they said, to be ruled by half a king;
added that a man would not even hire a muledriver, if he had to
ervices with somebody else. The worthy king was thus obliged to
ent with his own realm and give his new-one to a friend, who before
iven dut: :
-suppose I told the French king’s council that all this way-
ering, by which so many different nations were Lkept in turmoil as a result
an’s. connivings, would certainly exhaust his treasury and demoralize
andyet in the end come to nothing, through some mishap or other.*
fore he should look after his ancestral kingdom, improve it as much
ould, cultivate it in every conceivable way. He should love his people
ved by them; he should live among them, govern them kindly, and
kingdoms alone, since his own is big enough, if not too big, for him.
dayou think; my dear More, the other councillors would take this speech

the

Tyii

well, I'm:sure;” said I. R
ts.go-on,” he said. “Suppose the councillors of some otherking are
ng various schemes for raising money to fill his treasury. One man
ds increasing the value of maoney when the king pays his debts and
when he: collects his revenues.’ Thus he can discharge a huge
small:payment, and collect a large stn when only a small one is
nother suggests a make-believe war, so that money can be raised
of‘carrying it on; then, when the money is in, he can conclude
omious peace treaty—which the deluded common people will attribute
of their. prince and his careful compassion for the Hves of his
ather councillor calls to mind some old motheaten laws, anti-
ig disuse; which no-one remembers being made and consequently
as transgressed: By imposing fines for breaking these laws, the king
sums:of money; as well as credit for upholding law-and order,
vleiprocedure: can be'made to look like Jjustice.” Another recom-
hat he:forbid under particularly heavy fines a lot of practices
trary to.the public interest; afterward, he can dispense with his

VIII (d. 1498} or Louis XII {d. 1515}, All three and France, : RS
were would-be imperialists with hereditary claims 9. The future emperor Charles ¥ was,

to Milan and Naples, and all three bogged down in rimonial and diplomatic ‘catch.” (Bef Fge sums -Of:_mone% Thus he pleases the people and makes a
the intricacies of Italian political intrigre, =~ twenty; he had been engaged ter diffeie ne fron the heavy fines llmPOSed. on lawbreakers and the other
5. France gamed Milan in 1499, Jost it in 1512, “ The question of a. French _marriage: ] P ‘M ’ hile: L ).

and regained it at the battle of Marignano in Sep- ‘unite the two greatest. Confinéntal and ations:: vieanw llehe seems. careful of his people’s wel-
tember 1515. Naples was won in 1495, lost in powers.wag contihually in the air, . ; U T PO T St S R

1495, won again in 1501, and lost again in 1504. L. The:Scots, astraditional. enemi e } S

6. As foot soldiers, the German mercenaries were were traditionalallies of Prance:: P inta catas 1 Francé ontbehall of Brittany and levied taxes for
second in Europe only to the Swiss, w20 The Frenchihad in face supporte egain itini1522; was defeated’ the war. (which.was hardly fought), but collected a
7. Maximilian of Austria, Holy Roman Emperor, English throne<omo: erby Charles Vi oo bribe. from Charles VIII for not fighting it.

had grandiose schemes (he even dreamed of being -lid ole;:the inheritor. of the ¥a VI and (after Utopia was writien) 7. This'had:been common practice under Henry
pope) but litile money. He was always accessible claimyi SRR UT:fiddled: with: the: English currency in VI, ~whose " ministers~ Empson - and Dudley
to a bribe. ' 3.-The: name arises from the Greek a (“witho e those suggested here. - .

_ scratched up many forgotten laws for strictly mer-
mething like this happened in 1492, when Cenary purposes. ) . i
H C

8. Navarre was a small independent enclave and chora (“place™: “the Peo;_:le without 4 &
try.” o Henry VIF not only pretended war with

astride the Pyrenees, long disputed between Spain
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]_é'cts'..This was certainly what that noble and lofty spirit Fabricius
i he-said he would rather be a ruler of rich men than be rich

fare, since it is plain he will not allow private citizens to do anythmg c
to the public interest, except for a huge price.

“Another councillor proposes that he work on the judges so that th
decide every case in favor of the king. They should be summoned to
often, and invited to debate his affairs in the royal presence. However:
his claims, one or another of the judges, whether {rom love of contradi
or desire to seem.original, or simply to serve his own interest, will be
to find some way of twisting the law in the kings favor. If the judge
brought to differ, then the clearest matter in the world will be obscure
the truth itself brought into question. The king is given leverage to-ir
the law as he will, and everyone else will acquiesce from shame or fe:
judges will have no hesitations about supporting the royal interest, for
are always plenty of pretexts for giving judgment in favor of the king
equity is on his side, or the letter of the law happens to make for him:
words of the law can be twisted into obscurity—or, if all else fail
appeal above the law to the royal prerogative, which is a never- falhnga
with judges who know their ‘duty.’

“Then all the councillors agree with the famous maxim of Crass
can never have too much gold, because he must maintain an army:
that a king, even if he wants to, can do no wrong, for all property. belo
the king, and so do his sub]ects themselves; a man owns nothing butwh
king, in his goodness, sees fit to leave him. The king should in fact
subjects as little as possible, because his own safety depends on keeping
from growing insolent with wealth and freedom. For riches and liberty
people less patient to endure harsh and unjust commands, whereas
poverty blunts their spirits, makes them docile, and grinds out of the. op
the lofty spirit of rebellion. :

“Now at this point, suppose I were to get up again and declare tha-
counsels are both dishonorable and ruinous to the king? Suppose 1 s:
honor and his safety alike rest on the people’s resources, rather thandis
Suppose 1 said that people choose a king for their own sake, not:fo;
that by his efforts and troubles they may live in comfort and safety?
why, [ would say, it is the king’s duty to take more care of his people
than of his own, just as it is the duty of a shepherd who cares about '
feed his sheep rather than himself.®

“They are absolutely wrong when they say that the people’s: pover '
guards public peace—experience shows the contrary. Where: will
more squabbling than among beggars? Who is more eager for revoly
the man who is most discontented with his present position? Who
reckless about creating disorder than the man who knows he has no
lose and thinks he may have something to gain? if a king is so hated o
by his subjects that he can rule them only by mistreatment, plunderi
fiscation, and pauperization of his people, then he’d do much better
his throne—f{)r under these circumstances, though he keeps:the na
authority, he loses all the majesty of a king. A king has no dlgmty_
exercises authority over beggars, only when he rules over prosper

ary ruler who enjoys a life of pleasure and self-indulgence while all
are:grieving and groaning is acting like a jailer, not a king. Just as
tent doctor can cure his patient of one disease only by throwing
0 ther, so it’s an incompetent king who can rule his people only by
jem o'f all life’s pleasures. Such a king openly confesses that he
owhow to rule free men. :

g of this stamp should correct his own sloth or arrogance, because
¢vices that cause people to hate or despise him. Let him live on
come without wronging others, and limit his spending to his income.
erime, and by wise training of his subjects, keep them from
nstead of letting it breed and then punishing it. Let him not
ve anﬂquated laws, especially if they have been long forgotten
issed: And let him never take money as a fine when a judge would
ordinary subject as a low fraud for claiming it.

sshould- then describe for them the law of the Macarians,? a
lso live not far from Utopia? On the day that their king first
ce,-he must take an oath confirmed by solemn ceremonies that
1ave inhis treasury at any one time more than a thousand pounds
quwalent in sﬂver They say th.lS law was made by an excellent

H

_nted to ensure an ample supply of money for the daﬂy busmess
: of the citizens: Besides, a king who has to distribute all his excess
people will not.be much disposed to oppress them. Such a king
error to evil-doers and beloved by the good.—Now, don't you
et ideas like these before men strongly inclined to the contrary,
_ _' ‘deaf ears to me?”

indeed, there's no doubt about it,” I said, "and no wonder! To
th, I don't think you should offer advice or thrust on people
is sort that you know will not be listened to. What good will it do?
isteners are already prepossessed against you and firmly convinced
opinions; how can you win over thelr minds with such out-of-the-
ches? This academic philosophy is quite agreeable in the private con-
ise:friends, but in the councils of kings, where grave matters
thoritatively decided, there is no place for it.”

what I was saying,” Raphael replied. “There is no place for
_the ‘councils of kings.”

$," T said, “but not for this school philosophy which supposes
PIC is su1table for every occasion. There is another philosophy that

. . iricius Luscinus, who took part in the 3. Once again More glances at the previous mon-
8. Adapted [rom Cicero, On Moral Obligation his throat. t:Pyrrhus, king of Epirus (280-275 arch, Henry VII, who died the richest prince in
1.8.25. Crassus was a rich Roman who joined with 9. This metaphor is one of the greai ( e saving attributed to him here was actu- Christendom and prohably the most hated. He
Pompey and Caesar to form the First Triumvirate places. Ezekiel 34.2 reads: “Woe be to ediiby - his - colleague Manius Curius combined unserupulous greed with skinflint stin-
(60 B.c.p.). A vindictive Parthian is said to have herds of Israel that do feed themselves!. WE 3t is quite in his spirit, giness. -
disproved his maxim by pouring molten gold down the shepherds feed the flocks?”

reck makarios, “blessed,” “happy.”
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o:level or another. The only real thing they accomplish that [ can see is
ke people feel more secure about doing evil. :

‘d.__his is all that I could accomplish in a prince’s court. For either |
have different ideas from the others, and that would come to the same
‘s having no ideas at all, or else I would agree with them, and that, as
‘says in Terence, would merely confirm them in their madness.” When
ay 1 should ‘influence policy indirectly,’ T simply don’t know what you
emember, you said I should try hard to handle the situation tactfully,
at.can’t be made good I should try to make as little bad as possible. In
neil;:there is no way to dissemble, no way to shut your eyes to things.
15t.0penly approve the worst proposals, and consent to the most vicious
i:A man who went along only haltheartedly even with the worst deci-
uld immediately get himself a name as a spy and perhaps a traitor.
one individual do any good when he is surrounded by colleagues
1d sooner corrupt the best of men than do any reforming of them-
ither they will seduce you, or, if you keep yourself honest and inno-
will be made a screen for the knavery and madness of others.
g policy indirectly! You wouldn't have a chance. '
whyPlato in a very fine comparison declares that wise men are right
“clear of public business.® They see the people swarming through
treets and getting soaked with rain, and they cannot persuade them to go
s-and get out of the wet. They know if they go out themselves, they can
ood but only get drenched with the rest. So they stay indoors and are
@ keep themselves dry, since they cannot remedy the folly of everyone

is better suited for political action, that takes its cue, adapts itself to the dra
in hand, and acts its part neatly and well. This is the philosophy for you
use. When a comedy of Plautus is being played, and the household slaves
cracking trivial jokes together, you propose to come on stage in the garb’o
philosopher and repeat Seneca’s speech to Nero from the Octavia.* Woult
it be better to take a silent role than to say something wholly inappropria
and thus turn the play into a tragicomedy? You pervert and ruin a playwi
you add irrelevant speeches, even if they are better than the original.:Sa
through with the drama in hand as best you can, and don’t spoil it all sim
because you happen to think another one would be better. S
“That's how things go in the commonwealth, and in the councils of pri
If you cannot pluck up bad ideas by the root, if you cannot cure long-stas
evils as completely as you would like, you must not therefore abanda)
commonwealth. Don’t give up the ship in a storm be¢ause you cannot dir
the winds. And don'’t arrogantly force strange ideas on people who you :
have set their minds on a different course from yours. You must strive
influence policy indirectly, handle the situation tactfully, and thus wha
cannot turn to good, you may at least make as little bad as possible..For
impossible to make everything good unless you make all men good,-and
1 don't expect to see for a long time to come.” R
“The only result of this,” he answered, “will be that while I try to cure:g
of madness, I'll be raving along with them myself. If I am to speak the
T will simply have to talk in the way I have described. For all T know;
be the business of a philosopher to tell lies, but it isn’t mine. Though mya
may be repugnant and irksome to the king's councillors,”T don't see:wh
should consider it eccentric to the point of folly. What if [ told them thek
of thing that Plato advocates in his republic, or that the Utopians:ac
practice in theirs? However superior those institutions might: be(any
matter of fact they are), yet here they would seem inappropriate becau
vate property is the rule here, and there all things are held in commeor
“People who have made up their minds to rush headlong down the'op
road are never pleased with the man who calls them back and tells them
are on the wrong course. But, apart from that, what did I say that conld
and should not be said anywhere and everywhere? If we dismiss as out.
question and absurd everything which the perverse customs of men have
to seem unusual, we shall have to set-aside most of the commandme
Christ even in a community of Christians. Yet he forbade us-todissen
thém, and even ordered that what he had whispered to his disciples sho
preached openly-frém the housetops.’ Most of his teachings differ:mor
ically from the common customs of mankind than- my discourse
preachers, like the crafty fellows they are, have found that peopléwould
not change their lives to conform to Christ’s rule, and so; just as.you:
they have accommodated his teaching to the way people live; as if
leaden yardstick.® At least in that way they can get the two-things tocorres

a matter of fact, my dear More, to tell you what I really think, as
yorehave private property, and as long as money is the measure of all
really not possible. for a nation to be governed justly or happily.
tice cannot exist where all the best things in life are held by the worst
of can anyone be happy where property is limited to a few, since
re always uneasy and the many are utterly wretched.

ect on the wonderfully wise and sacred institutions of the Utopians,
(_)E‘w(_e_l_l-; governed with so few laws. Among them virtue has its reward,
thing is shared equally, and everyone lives in plenty. I contrast them
many other-nations which are constantly passing new ordinances and
neverorder their affairs satisfactorily. In these other nations, whatever
an get he calls his own private property; but all the mass of laws old
t_‘.‘:n_-ft'-:enable him to secure his own, or defend it; or even distinguish
ymeone:else’s property. Different men lay claim, successively or all
to.the same property; and thus arise innumerable and interminable
—iresh ones every day. When I consider all these things, I become
__pa_l__the_tic to Plato and do not wonder that he declined to make laws
eople:wlio refused to share their goods equally.® Wisest of men, he
erceived that the one and only road to the welfare of all lies through
olute equality of goods. I doubt whether such equality can ever be

4, Most of the plays of the Roman comic dramatist tures Nera on the abuses of power. "

Plautus (ca. 250184 p.c.£.} involve low intrigue: 5. Matthew 10.27; Luke 12.3. - .

needy young men, expensive prostitutes, senile 6. A flexible measuring rod of lead was parti lusion is tc a comedy—The Brothers great city, and asked Plato to be its legislator. H
moneybags, and clever slaves, in predictable com- useful in the sort of ancient building style’ —47)-by the Roman playwright Terence made communism a condition of his :é!? do(;-i N
binations. The tragedy Octavia, involving Seneca as the “Leshian” mode, because of the greal S9B.C.E). - : and when the inhubitants would nntmn o
as a character and long supposed to have been ber of curved moldings. Aristotle in Nicora) »:Republic 6.496. declined the offer (1he Lives of the Es i Cm;s;g-[’
written by him, is full of high seriousness. In the Ethics 5.10.7 uses it as a metaphor for adapti genes Laertius (3rd century C.E.) reports losophers 3.23). st T

speech More refers to (lines 440-592), Senecalec- moral standards. he Arcadians and Thebans united to build a
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ilge more accurately if you had read their histories. If we believe these rec-
rds, they had cities before there were even people here. What ingenuity has
vered or chance hit upon could have turned up just as well in one place
the other. As a matter of fact, I believe we surpass them in natural intelli-
¢; but they leave us far behind in their diligence and zeal to learn.
cording to their chronicles, they had heard nothing of ultra-equatorials
‘their name for us) until we arrived, except that once, some twelve hun-
'vears ago, a ship which a storm had blown toward Utopia was wrecked
‘their island. Some Romans and Egyptians were cast ashore, and never
eparted. Now note how the Utopians profited, through their diligence, from
one chance event. They learned every single useful art of the Roman
tion either directly from their guests, or indirectly from hints and sur-
s on which they based their own investigations, What benefits from the
ct that on a single occasion some Europeans landed there! If a similar
ent has hitherto brought anyone here from their land, the incident has
completely forgotten, as it will be forgotten in time to come that 1 was
their country. From one such accident they made themselves masters
ur useful inventions, but I suspect it will be a long time before we
i any.of their institutions which are better than ours. This willingness to
think, is the really important reason for their being better governed
ng. more happily than we do, though we are not inferior to them in
rains or resources.” .
en'let me implore you, my dear Raphael,” said I, “to describe that island
‘Do not try to be brief, but explain in order everything relating to their
their rivers, towns, people, manners, institutions, laws—everything, in
hat you- think we would like to-know. And you can take it for granted
e want to know everything that we don't know yet.”
s nothing T'd rather do,” he replied, “for these things are fresh in my
ut it will take quite some time.”
t case;” I 'said, “let’s first go to lunch. Afterward, we shall have all the
want.” o - '
.ed;” hie said. So we went in and had lunch. Then we came back to the
and sat down on the bench. I ordered my servants to take care that
yould interrupt us. Peter Giles and I urged Raphael to keep his prom-
e saw that we were eager to hear him, he sat silent and thoughtful
i, and then began as follows.

achieved where property belongs to individuals. However abundant goods may
be, when every man tries to get as much as he can for his own exclusive us

a handful of men end up sharing the whole thing, and the rest are left. i
poverty. The result generally is two sorts of people whose fortunes ought
be interchanged: the rich are rapacious, wicked, and useless, while the poor
are unassuming, modest men who work hard, more for the benefit of the public
than of themselves. : 2

“Thus I am wholly convinced that unless private property is entirely done:
away with, there can be no fair or just distribution of goods, nor can-th
business of mortals be happily conducted. As long as private property remain
by far the largest and the best part of the human race will be oppressed by
heavy and inescapable burden of cares and anxieties. This load, 1 admi, i,
be lightened to some extent, but I maintain it cannot be entirely remove
Laws might be made that no one should own more than a certain amount of
land or receive more than a certain income. Or laws might be passed to prever
the prince from becoming too powerful and the populace too unruly. It migh
be made unlawful for public offices to be solicited, or put up for sale, or made
burdensome for the officeholder by great expense. Otherwise, officeholde
are tempted to get their money back by fraud or extortion, and only rich1
can afford to seek positions which ought to be held by the wise. Laws of this
sort, | agree, may have as much effect as poultices continually applied tossi
bodies that are past cure. The social evils [ mentioned may be alleviated:a
their effects mitigated for a while, but so long as private property remaln
there is no hope at all of effecting a cure and restoring society to good heal
While you try to cure one part, you aggravate the disease in other parts: Sup-
pressing one symptom causes another to break out, since you cannot gl
something to one person without taking it away from someone else.”

“But T don’t see it that way,” I replied. “It seems to me that people cann
possibly live well where all things are in common. How can there be plen
commodities where every man stops working? The hope of gain will not:sp
him on; he will rely on others, and become lazy. If a man is driven by want of
something to produce it, and yet cannot legally protect what he has gained;
what can follow but continual bloodshed and turmoil, especially when respe
for magistrates and their authority has been lost? I for one cannot conceive
authority existing among men who are equal to one another in every respe

“I'm not surprised,” said Raphael, “that you think of it this way, sinee:y
have no idea, or only a false idea, of such a commonwealth. But you shoi
have been with me in Utopia, and seen with your own eyes their manners a
customs as 1 did—for I lived there more than five years, and would never ha
left, if it had not been to make that new world known to others. I yoil
seen them, you would frankly confess that you had never seen a people sow
governed as they are.” g

“You will have a hard time persuading me,” said Peter Giles, “that peo
in that new land are better governed than in the world we know. Our. mi
are not inferior to. theirs, and our governments, I believe, are older. Lo
experience has helped us develop many conveniences of life, and by good i)
we have discovered many other things which human ingenuity could never ki

" . s
on.

“As for the relative ages of the governments,” Raphael replied, “you migh
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‘of the Utopians is two hundred miles across in the middle part,
t'is widest, and is nowhere much narrower than this except toward the

'These ends, drawn toward one another as if in a five-hundred-mile
-_él_{e-the island crescent-shaped, like @ new moon.' Between the horns
rescent, which are about eleven miles apart, the sea enters and spreads
yroad bay. Being sheltered from the wind by the surrounding land, the
‘never rough, but quiet and smooth instead, like a big lake. Thus nearly
hole inner coast is one great harbor, across which ships pass in every
ction, to the great advantage of the people. What with shallows on one
“and rocks on the other, the entrance into the bay is perilous. Near the

1. Thesc objections to communism derive from the critique of the Republic in Aristotle’s Politics 21— fie island is similar to England in size, though not at all in shape.




